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to the work of manufacturing yarn and khadi and of spreading
it among others. My faith is as bright as ever that perfect swadeshi
leads automatically to swaraj. Swadeshi is to the nation what per-
sonal purity is to the individual.
THE 'TIMES'' TESTIMONY
In its trade supplement of 10th December, the writer of the
trade notes dealing with the cotton trade depression says:1
The depression in the cotton trade is quite unrelieved. . . . Lanca-
shire's patience, courage and confidence are being sorely tried.
A more important consideration for the cotton trade is that the
agreement among the merchant dealers in Calcutta not to buy imported
cloth is coming to an end. While there has been much talk about the boy-
cott continuing until February and later, the period to which the compact
actually applied ends with the close of the year, and there seems to be
little probability of the prohibition continuing beyond that date... .-.
In any case, as far as is known, there is no proposal before Calcutta to
renew the prohibition. With this particular feature of the Gandhi move-
ment out of the way, it seems practically certain that there will be a
revival in trade with India- . . . and if India comes in even for modest
quantities of goods, other markets are likely to follow.
I wish it were possible to hold out any hope whatsoever of the
prospect pictured by the writer materializing. Swadeshi is not a
temporary programme. It is coeval with swaraj. The khadi hand-
spun and hand-woven must be religiously the covering for India.
Boycott of foreign cloth is not a measure of punishment, it is a
measure of purification and permanent relief. It cannot be ex-
changed for swaraj. The latter is rather dependent upon the for-
mer. Pressure on England there is by means of swadeshi. But if
England became totally indifferent about the khadi movement,
it would still have to continue. In so far as Lancashire depends
upon the Indian market for its piece-goods trade, it will have to
revise its programme. No consideration can possibly induce India
to remain idle and pauper for the sake of Lancashire or any other
interest. If all goes well and if England and India are to become
and remain friends and partners at will, as I hope and wish they
will, there are plenty of other things England can sell to India and
the latter can profitably receive from the former. Cloth she may
not receive from anyone whether friend or foe. An India, regenerate,
well-to-do and free, will furnish a better market to England and
1 Only excerpts reproduced here
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